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operation, and secured a magnificent seat for his institu-
tion upon the neighboring estate of Marienthal She has
also given us a most interesting and accurate account of
Froebel's activities during the last thirteen years of his
life, and after bis death she spread his principles through-
out most of Europe. Owing to her, Froebel's closing
days bade fair to be most happy and successful, but in
1852, through a confusion of his principles with the social-
istic doctrines of his nephew, a decree was promulgated
in Prussia by the minister of education,1 closing all
kindergartens there. While his work could still be carried
on in the other states of Germany, Froebel never recov-
ered from this unjust humiliation. His health broke
under the strain, and he died within the year.
Development of Froebel's Principles
Such, in brief, is the historical development of Froebel's
theories, as they were expanded and corrected by appli-
cation to practical teaching, and came to their culmina-
tion in the kindergarten. His underlying principles are
clearly the outgrowth of the religious influences of his
boyhood and his early communion with nature, combined
with the idealistic philosophy, the romantic movement,
and the scientific spirit of the day. This may be seen by
glancing at these spiritual tendencies in his times. The
chief feature of German idealism is an interpretation of
1 Strangely enough, this bigot was the great educationalist, von Raumer.